If not, you had better get
cracking, because you've only
got 'til 23 December 1994 to
comply with the TSCA
Inventory Update Rule

Randall E. Wedin

four-year cycles—US Presidential

elections, the World Cup Soccer
Tournament, and the TSCA (Toxic Sub-
stances Control Act) Chemical Invento-
ry Update. Maybe your local paper
doesn’t cover TSCA as carefully as these
other quadrennial events, but as a chem-
ist, it's worth your while to know more
about it. And right now is the perfect
time to learn, because we're in the mid-
dle of the Inventory Update reporting
period, which runs from 25 August 1994
to 23 December 1994.

TSCA, enacted into law in 1976, is one
of the major laws that regulates the
chemical industry. It provides EPA with
the regulatory authority to gather infor-
mation on chemical risks and to assess
and manage them. As part of its TSCA
program, EPA reviews many new chem-
icals before they are manufactured.
(Certain chemical substances, including
pesticides, food, drugs, and cosmetics,
are regulated under other federal laws.)
For background information on TSCA,
see last month’s issue of Today’s Chemist
at Work (“Making a List, Checking It
Twice: A Beginner’s Guide to the Toxic
Substances Control Act,” p. 13, Septem-
ber 1994).

One of TSCA’s most important regu-
latory tools is the TSCA Inventory. The
inventory is a listing of more than 70,000
chemical substances distributed in com-
merce in the US. It provides an overall
picture of the chemicals used for com-
mercial purposes in our country. If your
company manufactures chemicals, your
products and feedstocks are probably
listed on the inventory.

Once every four years, EPA uses the
TSCA Inventory to get a snapshot of
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what is going on in the chemical manu-
facturing industry. That’s the purpose of
the Inventory Update Rule (also called

the IUR; 40 CFR part 710, subpart B).
Under the IUR, EPA requires manufac-
turers and importers of nonpolymeric

DECISION-MAKING FLOW CHART FOR REPORTING
UNDER THE INVENTORY UPDATE RULE

Is this substance listed on the
TSCA Chemical Inventory?

* Yes

Is this substance a polymer, inorganic
substance, microorganism,

or naturally occuring?
* Yes

No

No

Is this substance subject to a special
regulatory action under TSCA?

FE)"

* Yes

Did you manufacture or import
10,000 1b. or more per year
at a single site?

* Yes

Are you a small manufacturer

of this substance?
; Yes

No

Is this substance subject to a special
regulatory action under TSCA?

g’

* Yes

Did you manufacture or import the chemical
substance under circumstances for which
reporting is not required?

g

You must report.

¥

You need not report.

Adapted from “Instructions for Reporting 1994 Partial Updating of the TSCA Chemical Inventory

Data Base” (EPA 749-K-94-001), p. 10.
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